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AIDS & Orphans

FROM STEVENS POINT TO NAIROBI: WISCONSIN
COMPANY EMBRACES AIDS ORFHANS

Like all basinessmen, when John Mol founded dhe
Noel Group—a travel insurance and services company
based in Stevens Point, Wisconsin—he hoped to make
some money. Bur he also knew thar he wanted to give
something back 1o the community he was serving,

As his company grew to become a diversified, global
arganization thar included Travel Guard, the largest
provider of travel insurance and assistance in the
Unived States and Canada, the communiry it hoped
1o serve also grew.

In 1993, Noel Group established a2 humanitarian
foundarion called Miake A Mark, which works
help children and disabled adults by partnering with
local organizarions in developing countries.

For the past decade. Noel Group has focused on
initiarives 1o help the victims of the AIDS pandemic
in Africa.

Moel chose wo focus on AIDS because he was dis-
turbed by the sight of orphans in MNairobi, Lusaka,
and Johannesburg—many of whom spend their days
congregaring ar rraffic lights begging. sniffing glue,
and seealing.

“Perhaps the most tragic evidence of our failure o
urgendy address this horrific pandemic are the 14
million orphaned children, a number expected o
double by the end of this decade,” Noel said. "Can
vou imagine whar life must be like for these aban-
doned children? No parents, no love, no care, and
no furre.”

In 1999, the Noel Group began working with the
Melson Mandela Childrens Fund and created the
Nrokorweni Village in the Kwa Zulu Naral region of
South Africa. Nrokozweni is a self-sustaining facilicy
thar provides food, shelrer, and accuparional train-
ing for children and elderly left homeless by AIDS,

Mrokorweni is locared in an area where the AIDS
pandemic has left hundreds of thousands of children
and elders withour caregivers. At Nrokozweni, the
elders nurrure the kids and grow crops and perform
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chores for the common good of the village, The
elderly introduce the children to values and in
resurn they are provided with moom, board, and the
love chey once had with cheir own children,

Maow the Moal Gml_lp 13 I:-lliliding 1 g]r_l-i:l:l] coalition
of partners to create larger intergenerational, self-
sustaining communities based on the Mrokozweni
model throughour Africa.

“...As caring, compassionate
human beings, we owe these
children nothing less than our
best efforts to give them hope,
give them love, and give
them a future.”

With the support of Kenvan President MMwai
Kibacki and his wife Lucy, the Moel Group has
w{l.ll'lfd [h{' I.ﬁl.'l-l_" .'II'II;[ i"i ﬂ]'lnlll [ %] I'H:'HII'I I:'i'll.'l.'aTrl:II.'ri-l'ln
on the first of cight planned villages in Kenya.

Located in Kitui, abour three hours southeast of the
Kenvan capical of Nairobi, the first village will serve
as a pilot to establish parameters and benchmarks
for future villages throughout Africa.

"Ohur vision is thar these communities will become
the antithesis of how abandoned children and elders
now live in abject poverty,” Moel said, “The children
and elders will have clean housing, food, clinics, and
schools. They will grow up wath values they have
never felr, Ir will be a new way of life for them.”

Because the intergenerational, sclf-sustaining
communmnities concept 15 ong of the few HIVIAIDS
initiatives that addresses the looming arphan crisis,
il: |'|:.|5. J.l:l;r.u:l:rd :iﬁnil‘-u_'anl; aftentwan and l.uprln:lrt at
a coalition of public and privare sscvor partners.,

"What's most exciting to me is the grasroots
support we've received for this project,” Noel said.,
"A number of local companies have sponsared
employce-focused fundraising campaigns to benefir



the orphans and elders of Afvica; and raised hundreds

of thousands of dollars for this project.”

The Noel Liroup is now '.u'LlrLil'lg_ with several GRE
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similar campaigns.

Mol says he is often asked why a business like his
wontld devote w0 much time and resources o humani-
tarian efforts,
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on principles that reflecr social and human righes.
When you think of the millions of orphaned children
that the AIDS pandemic has created, how can you
turm your backs? As caring, compassionare human
beings, we owe these children noching less chan our
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Moreover, Moel added. showing such humanitaran
concern has been __|ﬂ.'-::l|.| for business. He said his
employess enjoy working for a company thar stands
tor something bevond borom line resules, a Face thar
is in both the wainng list of people 1o work for the
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company and a murnover rate that is four or five tmes
lower than industry averages.

He said Noel Group clients appreciate doing business
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benefits, not eanrthroar tactics.

"AN IMPOTEIng part of our mission as a value-based
company is giving back 1o the global community that
W .u:rt'-:." Hl.‘:-cl :i.1:iL|. "|:-|_||' OLLF COmipany, ‘.|1.|| means
working with organizarions, communitics, and gov-
ernments 1o help bridge the gap berween the haves
and the have-nos in the world.” =
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